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COVID
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Southwest Measles Outbreak

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2023-2024/avian-situation-update-05032024.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/tickedvisits/index.html
https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/Applications/HeatRisk/
https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/Applications/heatTracker/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mpox/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/index.html
https://stacks.cdc.gov/gsearch?terms=Pertussis&collection=cdc%3A49375&ss_publishyear=2025
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza
https://www.fema.gov/coronavirus
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/
https://www.heat.gov/#cy9w6gaab
https://www.nytimes.com/news-event/coronavirus?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa
https://www.reuters.com/news/archive/healthNews?view=page&page=3&pageSize=10
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/
https://www.insidehighered.com/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/pages/coronavirus-alert
https://www.thelancet.com/action/doSearch?text1=COVID-19+OR+coronavirus+OR+SARS-CoV-2+OR+2019-nCoV&field1=Title&startPage=&P
https://www.nejm.org/coronavirus
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19
https://caitlinrivers.substack.com/
https://khn.org/
https://outbreak.info/location-reports?loc=USA&pango=B.1.1.7
https://www.unmc.edu/healthsecurity/
https://www.cstsonline.org/
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/
https://globalhealthreports.health.ny.gov/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/


• COVID 
‒ Nationally: COVID-19 activity continues to decline nationally. Wastewater levels are at low levels, 

emergency department visits are at very low levels, and laboratory percent positivity is stable. Emergency 
department visits and hospitalizations are highest in older adults, and emergency department visits are also 
elevated in young children.

‒ Connecticut: Wastewater levels for COVID-19 are moderate. Over the past four weeks. There have been: 
o 301 reported cases
o 129 hospitalizations
o 0 deaths during the month of April. (321 for the season)

– YNHH: On April 22, there were 5 hospitalized cases, with 0 in the ICU

• INFLUENZA 
– Nationally: Seasonal influenza activity continues to decline.
– Connecticut: Levels of influenza in wastewater are very low and decreasing. Over the past two weeks, 

there have been: 
o 830 reported cases
o 26  hospitalizations
o   0 deaths in April (193 for the season)

– YNHH: On April 22, there were 5 hospitalized cases, with 1 in the ICU

• RSV 
– Nationally: RSV activity is declining in most areas of the country
– Connecticut: Wastewater levels for RSV are very low and declining. Over the past two weeks, there have 

been: 
o 92 reported cases
o   8 hospitalizations
o No deaths

– YNHH:  On April 22, there were 0 hospitalized cases with 0 in the ICU

• PERTUSSIS: Reported cases of whooping cough (pertussis) continue to be elevated nationwide. Whooping cough is 
very contagious and can spread easily from person to person. Babies younger than 1 year old are at highest risk of 
severe disease and complications

• NOROVIRUS: Norovirus persists at a high level (14.7% test positivity rate) but is declining nation wide and in the 
Northeast, test positivity has declined to 11.6% (Force of Infection).

 
 

Current Health Risks

• The CDC has classified the current 2024-2025 flu season as a high-severity 
season for all age groups. This is the first high-severity season since the 2017-
2018 season. 

• This week's percentage remained stable (change of ≤ 0.1 percentage points) 
compared to Week 12 and remains above the national baseline of 3.0% for the 
eighteenth consecutive week.

CDC

0.9

Percentage of Outpatient Visits for Respiratory Illness Reported by
The U.S. Outpatient Influenza-like Illness Surveillance Network

(Week 15), Ending (4/12/2025)

SOURCES:  CDC CT DPH

Influenza Season Metrics, CDC, 2024-2025 Season 

Estimated Infections Estimated Hospitalizations Estimated Deaths Pediatric Deaths

46 Million 600,000 26,000 198 (+10)

FORCE OF INFECTION FluView

https://caitlinrivers.substack.com/p/outbreak-outlook-national-apr-21?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1017072&post_id=161636662&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=yjm16&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2025-week-09.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiOWNmYzZmZWUtNjRlMy00ZDc5LWE5YzMtYTY2YzVjNmE1NGU4IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9
https://caitlinrivers.substack.com/p/outbreak-outlook-national-mar-10
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2025-week-15.html


 Yale Health Respiratory Surveillance Data

Yale Health Surveillance Data – February 23, 2025, through April 19, 2025
The following test positivity data represents trends for patients seen at Yale Health in the past 8 weeks and may not reflect trends and positivity rates of the 
general population outside of Yale Health. Data for the current week are incomplete and subject to change. 

Yale Health
Respiratory Virus Conditions

Based on local/regional public health indicators 

Moderate
Recommendations   

Masking is recommended but not required. Individuals with respiratory symptoms are 
still required to wear a mask and may be asked to do so.

Employees in all departments are still required to wear masks when interacting directly 
with patients who have respiratory symptoms or a chief complaint. Masking is 

recommended but not required for other patient-facing interactions. Staff should also 
consider wearing masks if the patient is wearing one, regardless of their chief complaint. 

What to Know for the Spring Virus Season

Respiratory viruses like flu, COVID-19, and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), remain important public 
health threats. CDC estimates that there have been at least 40 million illnesses, 520,000 
hospitalizations, and 22,000 deaths from flu so far this season. Additionally, RSV is a leading cause 
of infant hospitalization in the United States.

Vaccination is a core strategy for lowering your risk of hospitalization, long-term health impacts, 
and death from these viruses. The good news is that you can get these vaccines at the same time.

Home tests for both COVID-19 and flu are available, including some that can test for both flu and 
COVID-19. Treatments for flu and for COVID-19 can lessen symptoms and shorten the time you are 
sick

Contact your primary health care provider to ask about available vaccinations or treatment options. 

POC CHPHEID Components:   SARS COV-1 (Covid-19)    |   RSV    |     Influenza A    |      Influenza B     



 Connecticut Cases: COVID-19
For the Week Ending  4/19/2025

COVID - 19  Hospitalizations

6564
Current Week Previous Week

126

SOURCE: CT DPH

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiOWNmYzZmZWUtNjRlMy00ZDc5LWE5YzMtYTY2YzVjNmE1NGU4IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9


 US Cases: COVID–19
For Week Ending  4/12/2025

COVID-19 CURRENT WASTEWATER VIRAL ACTIVITY LEVELS MAP
APRIL 6-12, 2025 

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL TRENDS OF WASTEWATER VIRAL ACTIVITY
LEVELS OF SARS-COV-2 (THE VIRUS THAT CAUSES COVID-19) 

Variants

CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-currentlevels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-currentlevels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-nationaltrend.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-nationaltrend.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home


 Connecticut Cases: Influenza
For the Week Ending 4/19/2025

SOURCE: CT DPH

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiOWNmYzZmZWUtNjRlMy00ZDc5LWE5YzMtYTY2YzVjNmE1NGU4IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9


 US Cases: Influenza (Week 15)
For the Week Ending  4/12/2025

Outpatient Respiratory Illness

Clinical Labs

6.7 (Trend     ) 
Positive for influenzas this week   

FluSurv-NET

125.36per 100,000
Cumulative hospitalization rate.

NCHS Mortality Pediatric Deaths

0.5% (Trend      )
Deaths attributed to influenza this week

10
Influenza-associated deaths were reported this 
week, for a total of 198 deaths this season.

2.4% (Trend      ) 
of visits to a healthcare provider this week were for 

reparatory illness (above  baseline)

Public Health Labs

Influenza A(H1N1)pdm09, A(H3N2), and B viruses 
were the predominant viruses reported this week.

Outpatient Respiratory Illness

2  moderate jurisdictions
1 high or very high jurisdictions

Key Points 
• Seasonal influenza (flu) activity continues to decline; however, the CDC expects several more weeks of flu activity.
• This season is classified as a high-severity season overall, affecting all age groups (children, adults, and older adults), marking the first such season since the 2017-2018 season.
• During Week 15, of the 620 viruses reported by public health laboratories, 429 were influenza A and 191 were influenza B. Of the 381 influenza A viruses subtyped during Week 15, 248 

(65.1%) were influenza A(H1N1)pdm09, 133 (34.9%) were A(H3N2), and 0 were A(H5).
• No new influenza A(H5) cases were reported to CDC this week. To date, human-to-human transmission of avian influenza A(H5) virus (H5 bird flu) has not been identified in the United States.
• Nationally, outpatient respiratory illness decreased this week and is below baseline. HHS Region 1 is above its region-specific baseline, Region 10 is at its baseline, and all other HHS regions are 

below their respective baselines.
• Based on data from FluSurv-NET, the cumulative hospitalization rate for this season is the highest observed since the 2010-2011 season.
• Ten pediatric deaths associated with seasonal influenza virus infection were reported this week, bringing the 2024-2025 season total to 198 pediatric deaths.              Source: CDC

CDC

National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) 
Hospital Respiratory Data

4,639 (Trend     )
Patients admitted to hospitals with influenza 

this week.

2024-25 Influenza Season -  Week 15 Ending 4/12/2025

https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2025-week-15.html
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2025-week-12.html


 Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 

SOURCE: CT DPH

For the Week Ending 4/19/2025

CONNECTICUT

NATIONAL

Weekly percent of test positives for  RSV reported in NREVSS - Week 15

CDC

CDC

2.49

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiOWNmYzZmZWUtNjRlMy00ZDc5LWE5YzMtYTY2YzVjNmE1NGU4IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/surveillance/rsv-net.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/


 
 

H5N1 Bird Flu: Current Situation Summary

12,842   as of 4/15//2025 
Full Report 

168,623,727 as of    
4/21/2025 Full Report 17 

1021 herds as of 4/14/2025
Full Report, including new cases 
from CA and  ID, 

5151

CDC

NATIONAL HUMAN CASES
 70 | 1 DEATH

Jurisdictions Affected Jurisdictions/States  Affected Livestock Infected

State Dairy Herds
Poultry Farms 

and Culling 
Operations

Other Animal 
Exposure

Exposure Source 
Unknown

State Total
Human cases

California 36 0 0 2 38
Colorado 1 9 0 0 10
Iowa 0 1 0 0 1
Louisiana 0 0 1 0 1
Michigan 2 0 0 0 2
Missouri 0 0 0 1 1
Nevada 1 0 0 0 1
Ohio 0 1 0 0 1
Oregon 0 1 0 0 1
Texas 1 0 0 0 1
Washington 0 11 0 0 11
Wisconsin 0 1 0 0 1
Wyoming 0 0 1 0 1
TOTAL 41 24 2 3 70

Livestock Herds

Wild Birds Detected Poultry Affected State with Outbreaks om Cattle

As of  4/5/2025

As of April 21, 2025, the H5N1 avian influenza outbreak in the United States continues to 
impact both animal and human health, though the general public risk remains low.

WILD BIRDS AND POULTRY: H5N1 is widespread among wild birds across all 51 U.S. 
jurisdictions. Over 168 million poultry birds have been affected, leading to significant 
disruptions in egg and poultry supplies. 

DAIRY COWs: Since its first detection in dairy cows in March 2024, the virus has spread to 
over 1,000 herds in 17 states. Experts now consider H5N1 endemic in cattle, making 
containment challenging. 

HUMAN CASES:
• There have been 70 confirmed human cases of H5N1 in the U.S. since 2024, primarily 

among individuals with direct exposure to infected animals. The first U.S. fatality 
occurred in January 2025 in Louisiana, involving an individual with underlying health 
conditions and exposure to infected backyard birds. 

• Health officials in Vietnam have reported a severe H5N1 avian flu infection in an 8-year-
old girl who is experiencing encephalitis symptoms, which appears to mark the country's 
first human case of 2025. (CIDRAP)

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-wild-birds.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/data-map-commercial.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/vietnam-reports-h5n1-avian-flu-case-encephalitis


* NOTE: The information on this page has been gathered by reviewing data from 
state and local health departments, news media sources, and the Center for 

Outbreak Response Innovation (CORI) 
SMALL OUTBREAK (3-9)

MEDIUM OUTBREAK (10 - 49)  

LARGE OUTBREAK (50 OR MORE)

OUTBREAKS

An outbreak of measles is defined as three or more laboratory-
confirmed cases that are temporally related and epidemiologically or 
virologically linked.

The increase in measles cases can be attributed to falling vaccination rates 
and increased importation of travel-related cases, which occur when 
unvaccinated people acquire measles abroad and bring it back to the U.S. 

NM

TX

STATE CASES  
TEXAS ** 649

NEW MEXICO 65
KANSAS 37

OHIO 30
OKLAHOMA 13
CALIFORNIA 9

PENNSYLVANIA 9
MICHIGAN 7

INDIANA 6
TENNESSEE 6
MONTANA 5
NEW YORK 4

WASHINGTON 4
COLORADO 3

GEORGIA 3
MARYLAND 3
NEW JERSEY 3

ALASKA 2
ARKANSAS 2

HAWAII 2
MINNESOTA 2

FLORIDA 1
LOUISIANA 1
KENTUCKY 1
MISSOURI 1

RHODE ISLAND 1
VIRGINIA 1

VERMONT 1
TOTAL 871

As of 4/19/2025, 2300 hrs. EDT, there are approximately 844 
measles cases (including confirmed and suspected cases) across 
21 states.

Currently, there are six or seven measles outbreaks:  
1. West Texas, involving 23 counties in Texas, 4 counties in 

New Mexico, 2 counties in Oklahoma, and the Cherokee 
Nation in Oklahoma

2. 8 counties in Kansas are connected to West, TX.
3. Ashtabula and Knox Counties, Ohio
4. Erie County, Pennsylvania
5. Allen County, Indiana
6. Bergen County, New Jersey
7. metro Atlanta, Georgia 
8. Gallatin County, Montana

**  TEXAS CASES NOT ASSOCIATED WITH OUTBREAK: 25
• 2 cases – Adults, Harris County (travel-related)
• 1 case – Infant, Harris County – required hospitalization (travel-

related)
• 1 case – Harris County
• 1 case – Infant, Travis County (travel-related)
• 2 case – Adult, Rockwall County (travel-related) 
• 2 case – Adult, Fort Bend (travel-related)
• 1 Case Brazoria
• 15 Cases - Upshur
TEXAS CASES ASSOCIATED WITH THE OUTBREAK: 624

871*

 
 

US Measles Outlook
(As of 4//22/2025)

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/dd314001921f4d2eac160f89ded0b49a
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/dd314001921f4d2eac160f89ded0b49a
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data
https://odh.ohio.gov/media-center/ODH-News-Releases/odh-confirms-measles-outbreak-032625
https://oklahoma.gov/health/health-education/acute-disease-service/rash-illness/measles.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/measles.aspx
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/montgomery-county-confirms-measles-case-in-unvaccinated-child-first-case-in-pa-this-year/ar-AA1A8XXJ?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/michigan-health-officials-report-first-case-of-measles-in-2025/ar-AA1AWqQQ?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.in.gov/health/idepd/diseases-and-conditions-resource-page/measles/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/three-new-measles-cases-confirmed-in-middle-tennessee-one-related-to-march-21-case/ar-AA1C5R4x?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://dailymontanan.com/2025/04/17/montana-health-officials-confirm-five-cases-of-measles/
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/measles/
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/about-king-county/about-public-health/news/news-archive-2025/02-27-measles
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/diseases-a-to-z/measles
https://dph.georgia.gov/press-releases/2025-02-07/additional-measles-cases-atlanta
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/Measles.aspx
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/measles.shtml
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/Documents/phan/AKPHAN_20250116_Measles%20Confirmed%20in%20Southern%20Kenai%20Peninsula%20%e2%80%94%20What%20Alaska%20Clinicians%20Should%20Know.pdf
https://healthy.arkansas.gov/article/second-case-of-measles-in-arkansas-identified-in-2025/
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/office-of-the-governor-news-release-first-hawai%CA%BBi-measles-case-of-2025-confirmed-gov-green-health-leaders-urge-vaccination-amid-national-crisis/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/03/26/what-to-know-now-about-measles-in-minnesota
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/local/2025/03/06/measles-in-miami-miami-palmetto-high-school-reports-floridas-first-measles-case-in-2025-student/81744027007/
https://ldh.la.gov/news/R1-measles-case
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/News/Documents/Health%20Officials%20Announce%20Measles%20Case%20in%20Kentucky.pdf
https://health.mo.gov/news/newsitem/uuid/58f781a5-e996-4c78-918c-07b00af263cf/case-of-measles-confirmed-in-traveler-to-missouri
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/48669
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/virginia-confirms-first-measles-case-this-year-its-a-child-under-4-health-officials-say/ar-AA1Df6KB?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/vermont-public-health-officials-confirm-measles-case-of-child-who-traveled-internationally/ar-AA1AISP2?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/health/health-education/acute-disease-service/rash-illness/measles.html
https://www.cherokeepublichealth.org/tiles/index/display?id=331903580629146701
https://www.cherokeepublichealth.org/tiles/index/display?id=331903580629146701
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/civicalerts.aspx?AID=1493


MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY

STATE
CASES HOSPITALIZATIONS DEATHS

TX 624 64 2

NM 65 6 1

OK 13 0 0

KS 37 1 0

TOTAL 739 71 3

SOURCE:  GENERATED BY MAPCHART

 
 

Measles: The Texas/New Mexico Outbreak
As of  4/22/2025

*The situation is still developing. Numbers are expected to increase.

SOUTHWEST MEASLES OUTBREAK – EPI CURVE ( WEEK ENDING 4/19/25)

AGES OF CASES:  (AS OF 4/22/2025) SOUTHWEST MEASLES OUTBREAK  TOTALS OVER TIME (WEEK ENDING 4/19/2025)

A second child has died of measles. On Thursday, 4/3/2025 an 8-year-old girl died of, “measles pulmonary failure” 
The death is under investigation. UMC Health System reported the girl was unvaccinated and had no underlying 
health conditions

TOTAL: 739 

WEST TEXAS OUTBREAK 

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

186 (+4) (30%) 236 (+17) (38%) 178 (+6) (28%) 24 (4%) 624 (+27)

NEW MEXICO OUTBREAK

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

18 (+1)(28%) 19 (29%) 28 (+1)(43%) 0 65(+2+

KANSAS OUTBREAK

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

11 (29.7%) 19 (51.4%) 7 (18.9%) 0 37

OKLAHOMA OUTBREAK

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

10 Cases Confirmed, 3 Probable – no ages provided 3 13 (+1+

KS

OK

TX

NM



 
 

News Updates
COVID

 CDC WEIGHING END TO UNIVERSAL COVID VACCINE RECOMMENDATIONS- CBS NEWS: 
A majority of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's work group on COVID-19 
vaccines now supports ending the agency's pandemic-era recommendation for virtually 
all Americans to get vaccinated against the virus each year, officials said Tuesday. Instead 
of the agency's longstanding "universal" recommendation, most of the CDC's advisers 
and health officials favor shifting to guidance based on people's individual risk of more 
severe disease. (Tin, 4/15)

WHO MEMBER COUNTRIES AGREE ON A DRAFT 'PANDEMIC TREATY' TO TRY TO AVOID 
COVID-19 MISTAKES – AP: Five years after COVID-19 triggered national lockdowns, 
economic uncertainty and killed millions, the World Health Organization’s member 
countries agreed on a draft “pandemic treaty” that sets guidelines for how the 
international community might confront the next global health crisis. After the world’s 
largely disastrous response to the coronavirus, countries tasked the WHO with 
overseeing a pandemic treaty in 2021; negotiations concluded early Wednesday on an 
agreement expected to be adopted next month at the U.N. health agency’s annual 
meeting in Geneva. Following U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw the 
country from the WHO in January, American officials were barred from participating in 
the talks and are not expected to sign the treaty. (Cheng, 4/16)

RESEARCH LINKS COVID TO POOR KIDNEY OUTCOMES IN US YOUTH- CIDRAP COVID-19 
infection was linked to a higher risk of new-onset mild and moderate chronic kidney 
disease (CKD) in US children and adolescents from 2020 to 2023, according to 
recent findings from the National Institutes of Health's Researching COVID to Enhance 
Recovery (RECOVER) initiative. (Van Beusekom, 4/15)

CDC SCRAPS PLAN TO HELP TEXAS SCHOOLS CURB MEASLES OVER LAYOFFS, 
EMPLOYEE SAYS CBS NEWS - The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has scrapped a plan to offer help curbing measles in Texas schools 
after some staff working on the agency's response to this year's record outbreak 
of the virus were warned they could face layoffs, an agency employee said. CDC 
officials had initially weighed expanding a service they had been offering to 
hospitals in Texas — onsite assessments to root out how errors in ventilation 
and air filtration could be enabling spread of the virus – to other kinds of 
facilities like schools as well. (Tin, 4/17)

MEASLES OUTBREAKS IN CANADA AND MEXICO BRING GRIM PROGNOSIS – 
NYT: As the United States struggles to contain a resurgence of measles that has 
swept through swaths of the Southwest, neighboring countries are responding 
to their own outbreaks. Canada has reported more than 730 cases this year, 
making this one of the worst measles outbreaks in the country since it declared 
the virus “eliminated” in 1998. Mexico has seen at least 360 measles cases and 
one death, most of them in the northern state of Chihuahua, according to 
Mexican health authorities. (Rosenbluth, 4/17)

CDC SCIENTIST SAYS FUNDING CUTS HURT TEXAS MEASLES RESPONSE THE 
WASHINGTON POST: A senior scientist overseeing the measles response by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said a recent pullback of pandemic 
funding from states has hurt Texas’s response to its growing outbreak, NOW 
linked to 90 percent of cases in the United States. “There are quite a number of 
resource requests coming in, in particular from Texas,” David Sugerman, a senior 
CDC scientist, said during a meeting of the CDC’s vaccine advisory panel. (Sun, 
4/16)

MEASLES
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RSV

VACCINE ADVISORY PANEL RECOMMENDS EXPANDED RSV USE, AND TWO NEW 
VACCINES –STAT: A committee of independent vaccine experts voted Wednesday to 
recommend lowering the age at which adults can get a vaccine against respiratory 
syncytial virus, potentially opening up access to these vaccines for adults in their 50s 
who are at high risk of severe illness from RSV.

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices voted to recommend that any 
RSV vaccine for adults that is licensed by the Food and Drug Administration for high-
risk adults ages 50 to 59 be recommended for use in that age group. If the 
recommendation is accepted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention — 
which the ACIP advises — insurance companies will have to cover the cost of the 
vaccine for eligible individuals.(Branswell, 4/16/2025)

FLU CONTINUES TO EBB IN US AS PEDIATRIC DEATHS REACH 198 – CIDRAP: Flu 
activity declined steadily again last week, with rates of influenza-like illness (ILI) 
dropping further and staying below baseline levels, but flu-related deaths in children 
climbed to 198, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said in 
its weekly update today. The percentage of outpatient visits for ILI, or respiratory 
illness, dipped slightly from 2.5% the previous week to 2.4% last week (see CDC graph 
at left). The number of patients hospitalized for flu was 4,639, down from 6,448 the 
week before. One state, however—New York—reported high ILI activity. The previous 
week, no US jurisdiction recorded high or very high activity. Two states have moderate 
activity, down from five the previous week. Test positivity for flu is now at 6.7%, down 
from 7.6%. Hospitalizations and deaths are both down, but the cumulative 
hospitalization rate for this season—125.6 patients per 100,000 population—is the 
highest since the 2010-11 season. ( Wappes,4/18/2025)

AVIAN INFLUENZA:

PUBLIC IGNORANCE, APATHY TOWARD AVIAN FLU COULD THREATEN CONTAINMENT, 
RESEARCHERS SAY – CIDRAP: While most US survey respondents had heard of H5N1 
highly pathogenic avian flu, only about a quarter knew it can spread to people, and 
over half were unaware that pasteurized milk is safer than raw milk, finds 
a study published yesterday in the American Journal of Public Health. The survey, 
fielded by a CUNY Graduate School of Public Health–led team, also found that less 
than one fifth of respondents understood that H5N1 has been detected in cattle, and 
nearly a third each were unwilling to change their diet to reduce their risk of exposure 
to the virus or take a vaccine if it were available—even if recommended by the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). (Beusekom, 4/18/2025)

INFLUENZA

MEXICO'S FATAL H5N1 CASE INVOLVED D1.1 GENOTYPE, WHICH HAS BEEN TIED TO 
SERIOUS ILLNESS- CIDRAP: In an outbreak notice, the WHO said the child from Durango 
state didn't have any underlying health conditions and became ill on March 7 with fever, 
malaise, and vomiting. The patient, who according to earlier reports was a 3-year-
old girl from Durango state, was hospitalized 6 days later for respiratory failure and was 
treated with antiviral drugs the following day.  The child was transferred to a tertiary 
care hospital and died on April 8 due to respiratory complications. Along with the initial 
unsubtypable influenza A virus, tests also identified parainfluenza 3. The H5N1 finding 
was confirmed by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing on April 1, and genetic 
sequencing revealed that the virus belonged to the 2.3.4.4b clade and the D1.1 
genotype, the same one linked to serious infections in the United States and British 
Columbia, Canada.(Schnirring, 4/17/2025)
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